Togoland 1914 (Khyber Pass Games)

This new proposal by Khyber Pass is another interesting game on a very peculiar subject (war in the European colonies of Central Africa at the start of WWI) with very good graphics especially for a DTP game, a single A4 map, a few dozens counters and simple, but not simplistic rules that work together to make this a fast, but not furious game.

Units are rated for attack, defense and movement, while leader are used mostly beacuse they consent stacking (with a leader stacking is unlimited). Sequence of play is very standard (reinforcements, movement and than combat), but the peculiarity of colonial warfare in an insidious ground are very well put into play through harsh supply rules for the French and British units (that are in supply only if they are on manmade terrain).

The key to victory is the radio station of Kamira that the British must capture still functioning, while the German must try to mantain till the end of the game (a maximum of 9 turns). Any other result is a draw. As the German may try to destroy the radio station only when an enemy unit is in a 2 hex range from Kamira at the start of their turn, it is the most important thing in the game, for the Allied player to make the attack over Kamira in a single try. This is a limit of the game, in my opinion, but there are other aspects of Togoland that make it worth more than one play. There are also several interesting variants to make the game more affordable for both sides, especially in competitive play.

Strategies for both sides are most interesting, as in the previous efforts by this DTP company, with one side on the offensive, often forced to take great risks to win the game, but the other side could be more than a nuisance if played well and with the opportunity to make important counterattacks (one of the most interesting features of the combat system, for the rest very usual).

All in all, another good work by Khyber Pass, worth more than a passing look.

I rate the game 6 ½ in a 1-10 scale 

Roberto Chiavini

