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Friday, December 11, 2020

Gettysburg, the first day.
Heth roars down the pike and deploys to assault Buford and his cavalry. I

Corps arrives on Buford's right to offer support.

Heth moves to the left; Pender comes up on the right. The artillery commands
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the centre. The cavalry pull back to shorten the line and protect flanks while

the rest of I Corps marches to the scene.

Pender assaults. Buford is quickly under immense pressure, but is unable to

find the right time to pull back.

Heth continues to advance against I Corps. There are minor casualties on both

sides.
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Casualties may be light, but the Union position is being squeezed like a ripe

cucumber.

Reynolds commences bringing up troops in force. Heth loses two brigades in

the fight. Does Buford take this chance to pull back, or does he hold? 

He cannot safely pull back without exposing Reynold's flank, so he waits.
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Rodes appears to heap more pressure on the Union line. 

XI Corps marches into Gettysburg. I Corps is readying itself to retreat to

Seminary Ridge. 
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The scene in the vicinity of the town. Rodes' flank is exposed. He will shortly

move back to less dangerous ground.

It is time for Buford to pull out...

But he has left it too late. Waves of attack from Pender and Heth destroy his

command.
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Early advances onto Rodes's flank.

The Union position is imperilled. Rodes and Early have fixed XI Corps in

position. Heth and Pender can choose where to strike on Seminary Ridge,

while Early can move to outflank Howard's XI Corps if he wishes.
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Heth and Pender attack the left of the Union line, with some success. Once

again, the men wearing blue are being squeezed into a dangerously narrow

area. 

Early extends his line to threaten the right of Howard's position in Gettysburg.

XII Corps marches onto the battlefield, up the Baltimore Pike towards

Cemetery Hill. 
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Heth crosses Seminary Ridge and drives in on Gettysburg itself. It is Union I

Corps now in danger of being crushed. Casualties in this area are heavy.

But the lesson of Buford's destruction has been learned, and Reynolds pulls

his men back as soon as opportunity allows. It is now Heth who risks being

outflanked. 
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The situation in the town is precarious. A determined push from Early would

see the troops there trapped in the town but his troops are exhausted.

Anderson arrives too late to have any affect on the day's fighting.
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Posted by Prufrock at 5:39 PM

Labels: ACW, after action reports, boardgames, Gettysburg

Night falls with Cemetery Hill and Culp's Hill safe for the Union, but only just.

*****************

This playthrough for the first day turned out to be a draw, but the board tells

us that if the battle were to continue again tomorrow with the troops in their

current positions, the Union would be at risk of catastrophic defeat.  As it was,

the Confederates took 5700 casualties (19 strength points lost), mostly from

Heth's division, while the Union took 7800 casualties (26 strength points

lost), mainly from Buford's cavalry and I Corps.

The game was a lively affair. The chit pull activation was by turns cruel and

kind to both sides.

There was one lovely moment in Early's activation late in the day when,

knowing he needed to attack, I looked at the Union line, thought I don't like

the look of that, and found all kinds of ways to appear as if he was preparing

for a charge in against them while ensuring one didn't actually happen... 

It wasn't until later that the import of that sunk in!

So, a fun game of Battle for Gettysburg: the First Day. I'm glad I found my

copy again, and am pleased I got to play it before getting the newly-arrived

Battle Hymn to the table. 

10 comments:

Norm December 11, 2020 at 7:36 PM

Aaron, the first day is my favourite part of the battle, Chris Harding looks
like he has done a nice job putting that together.

Reply
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Prufrock December 12, 2020 at 7:00 PM

I asked if they were going to extend the system to include the
second and third days, but the answer was noncommittal, so
I'll enjoy what there is, rather than what there isn't!

I agree with you. The first day is always a thrill to play out.

I had Battle Hymn arrive the other day, so looking forward to
playing the first day with that soon too :)

Cheers,
Aaron

William Butler December 12, 2020 at 4:52 AM

fascinating battle report, Aaron. If the confederates press hard on the first
day they can push the union off the hills.

Reply

Prufrock December 12, 2020 at 7:02 PM

Thanks Bill. My Confederates didn't quite push hard enough
for that!

Kevin December 12, 2020 at 8:02 AM

Nice AAR and exciting. Game reminds me of the good ole Avalon Hill
days.

Cheers
Kevin

Reply

Prufrock December 12, 2020 at 7:12 PM

Cheers Kevin. Rules are only four pages long, so it does pretty
well, I reckon!

AHunt December 12, 2020 at 1:14 PM

27 years ago, it doesn't seem like that long, I lived in Gettysburg for a
summer while I worked on the movie Gettysburg. There was, obviously, a
lot of cinema, however there were also a lot of uniformed troops on the
ground. The first day shooting (and for weeks afterwards) was interesting
because of the cavalry. Dismounted cavalry were actually very hard to see,
as opposed to their infantry opponents whose formations were very easy
to spot. It was not just the weapons they carried but also the way they
fought that was critical to their success on the first day. It was also, after a
couple weeks of shooting cavalry scenes. immensely comforting to see the
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long  lines  of  blue  infantry  show  up.  The  battle  became  something
completely  different  at  that  point.  I've  read  the  books  and played  the
games,  but  having  worked  though  it  on  the  actual  ground,  my
understanding is very different than it was from reading.

The cavalrymen must have felt very alone, being able to only see the men
on each side of  them, while huge massed lines of  confederate infantry
closed on them. I've come to immensely admire Buford and the courage of
his men after having experienced the movie shooting that I did.

Reply

Prufrock December 12, 2020 at 7:16 PM

Thanks Aaron, and really appreciate your sharing that insight.

Gonsalvo December 17, 2020 at 8:17 AM

Very interesting insights!

fireymonkeyboy December 29, 2020 at 9:20 PM

Interesting to see these dynamics play out.

Reply
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